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The Absence of "Curative" Products Led to the
Dominance of Symptomatic Treatment

The core argument is that the lack of technologically achievable,
truly curative products in the market allowed symptomatic
treatments to flourish.

Structural Analysis: The Gap Between Ideal and Reality

e The scientific ideal: The fields of dermatology and skincare
science have always embraced the concept of "curative
treatment"—that is, restoring and enhancing the skin's
inherent functions.

e The technological failure: However, the specific products
and technologies needed to realize this ideal—namely,
those that fundamentally improve the barrier function (e.g., a
stable, weakly acidic nanoemulsion containing linoleic acid,
free of synthetic surfactants)—were not successfully
developed or provided to the mass market with sufficient
efficacy and stability. (The slow adoption or technical difficulty
of such foundational technologies is a key example.)

o The market outcome: Consequently, to meet consumers'
immediate, short-term demands, the market became
saturated with symptomatic, quick-fix products designed
to "immediately suppress noticeable symptoms."

This clearly illustrates a structural dynamic: the gap between the
scientific ideal and the successful, scaled-up implementation of
the technology shaped the current state of the market.

Technical Hurdles and Their Impact

The specific technologies required for this "curative" approach involve
extremely high technical hurdles, particularly balancing "gentleness
to the skin" with "efficacy, penetration, and stability of active
ingredients.”

¢ Linoleic Acid Stability: Linoleic acid, an essential fatty acid
crucial for barrier repair, is highly susceptible to oxidation,
making it exceptionally difficult to stabilize effectively in a
commercial product.

o Nanoemulsion Technology: Achieving a stable formulation
that uses non-synthetic surfactants, maintains a weakly
acidic pH (close to the skin's natural state), and utilizes
nanofication technology to efficiently deliver active
ingredients to the stratum corneum, demands advanced
engineering and high manufacturing costs.

The fact that these innovative technologies, which lead to
fundamental repair, were not ready for large-scale market
deployment (due to cost or stability issues) allowed the
easier-to-manufacture and sell symptomatic treatment products to
take the dominant position.

In essence: The philosophy of cure existed, but the absence of
the viable technology (product) to enable that cure created the
advantage for symptomatic treatment.
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