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Why Do We Prioritize Imnmediate Symptom Relief
Over Foundational Skin Health?

Does it even make sense to compare the core purpose of skincare
(maintaining skin health) with a superficial, temporary approach
(symptom relief)? From the perspective of skincare's fundamental
purpose, symptomatic skincare is a deviation. It's not the true
objective. Yet, products that deviate from this core purpose are now
the market standard. What's going on? Is this an incomprehensible
reversal of values?

This question isn't just about beauty; it delves into the values of
modern consumer society and the philosophical question of "what is
health?" The fundamental goal of maintaining skin health and the
goal of symptomatic skincare—which aims for temporary cosmetic
improvement or symptom relief—are fundamentally different
approaches.

The Current Market: Why Are Products That Deviate From the
Core Purpose Mainstream?

In reality, the current skincare market is heavily skewed toward short-
term results, emphasizing "instant efficacy,” "visible changes,"
and "social media appeal.” As a result, symptomatic products
dominate the market.

Al-powered skincare analysis tools and products focused on anti-
aging are experiencing rapid growth, and consumers are often driven
by an immediate desire to "get beautiful now," "hide a blemish," or
"erase a pore." Even in dermatology, treatments that focus on
"cosmetic improvement" rather than the root cause of a symptom are
gaining popularity.

The Core vs. the Surface: Is There a Point to Comparing
Priorities?

Yes, there is. In fact, this comparison is the key to the future of
skincare.

1. Fundamental Skincare aims for long-term health,
maintaining the skin's barrier function, and preventing
inflammation.

2. Symptomatic Skincare is merely about temporary cosmetic
satisfaction or concealing symptoms.

The Incomprehensible Reversal of Values

From the perspective of skincare's true purpose (maintaining skin
health), the symptomatic products that dominate the market today
represent an absurd reversal of values. The current situation, where
temporary cosmetic improvement is prioritized over long-term health,
shows that irrational choices have become the norm. This can be
seen as a result of catering to human desires and anxieties. Our fear
of aging, need for validation from others, and lack of self-worth
are all emotions that fuel the demand for symptomatic skincare.

If the Question Is "What Should Be Done?"...

The path to cultivating a healthy future for skincare culture lies in re-
evaluating fundamental skincare and promoting education,
awareness, and product development based on scientific evidence.
This perspective is exactly the seed for that transformation.



