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Research Report Contributing to the Advancement of Dermatological Science
Fundamental Differences Between Cosmetics, Medicated Cosmetics,
and Quasi-Drugs

This document summarizes the essential differences between "cosmetics,"
"medicated cosmetics," and "quasi-drugs" as general concepts, along with
their respective development philosophies.

1. Cosmetics

Essential Characteristics

* Purpose & Function: The primary goal of cosmetics is to enhance visual
beauty, maintain cleanliness, and improve skincare benefits such as
hydration and anti-aging effects.

* Regulatory Aspects: Cosmetics do not claim pharmaceutical benefits
such as therapeutic effects or disease prevention. Instead, they focus on
safety, texture, fragrance, and overall user experience without directly
improving skin health. Their role is to enhance appearance and provide a
pleasant sensory experience.

Development Philosophy

* Emphasis on User Experience: Prioritizing satisfaction with texture,
design, fragrance, and sensory elements.

» Trends & Aesthetics: Developed in alignment with fashion and lifestyle
trends to continually adapt to consumer preferences.

2. Medicated Cosmetics

Essential Characteristics

* Purpose & Function: In addition to the visual beauty enhancement of
standard cosmetics, medicated cosmetics incorporate functionalities such as
anti-inflammatory effects, antibacterial properties, and intensive moisturizing,
aiming to address symptoms rather than merely improve the skin’s condition.
» Terminology Usage: The term "medicated" indicates that these products
contain specific active ingredients backed by scientific evidence, allowing
them to demonstrate symptom-relief efficacy beyond ordinary cosmetics.
However, in legal classifications, such products are often categorized as
"quasi-drugs" depending on the concentration of active ingredients and
efficacy claims.

Development Philosophy

* Balancing Symptom Relief and Beauty: Formulated to enhance usability
and aesthetics while ensuring symptom relief through active ingredients.

* Integration of Scientific Evidence: Medicated cosmetics are developed
based on clinical trials and fundamental research, incorporating scientifically
proven ingredients at effective concentrations to provide consumers with
assurance and credibility.

3. Quasi-Drugs

Essential Characteristics

* Purpose & Function: Beyond the scope of cosmetics, quasi-drugs provide
relief for mild symptoms and preventive effects, such as acne care,
excessive sebum control, and hair loss prevention.

 Legal Classification: While less strictly regulated than pharmaceuticals,
quasi-drugs are required to undergo ingredient and efficacy verification in
accordance with national standards to claim symptom relief and prevention
benefits officially recognized as "efficacy effects.”

Development Philosophy

* Evidence-Based Approach: The development of quasi-drugs requires
substantial data proving the efficacy and safety of active ingredients to obtain
regulatory approval.

* Fusion of Daily Care and Temporary Symptom Prevention: Rooted in
dermatological science, quasi-drugs aim to temporarily alleviate symptoms
and prevent minor skin issues through scientifically formulated ingredients.

Summary

« Cosmetics focus on aesthetic enhancement and sensory satisfaction
rather than directly improving skin health.

* Medicated Cosmetics lie in between, addressing temporary symptom
relief while maintaining cosmetic benefits. If proven effective for symptom
relief, they are legally classified as quasi-drugs.

* Quasi-Drugs are scientifically and clinically backed products that explicitly
claim temporary symptom relief and preventive benefits, providing
consumers with therapeutic or preventative value.

Thus, each category differs in objectives, messaging, scientific validation,
and how they deliver value to consumers. None of them aim for
fundamental medical improvement, but rather focus on temporary
symptom relief and prevention.
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