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Differences Between "Toner" and "Lotion" in the Translation
of Japanese Skincare Terms

There are subtle differences between Japanese skincare
terminology and English skincare expressions, so it is best to
choose between "toner" and "lotion" based on the characteristics
of the product. Below is a detailed explanation of how "{E#E7K
(toner/lotion)" is translated into English.

Differences Between "Toner" and "Lotion" in Skincare
Translation
1. Toner
While "{E$£7K" is generally translated as "toner," there are slight
differences between English-language "toner" and Japanese "{t ¥
K.
e In Western skincare, "toner" is often formulated for
astringent effects (tightening the skin) and exfoliation.
¢ Many toners contain alcohol and are typically designed for
oily or acne-prone skin. However, hydrating toners that
include moisturizing ingredients have become increasingly
popular.
e In contrast, Japanese "{L#t7K" primarily serves as a
hydrating and moisture-replenishing product, differing from
many Western toners in function.

2. Lotion
"Lotion" can also be used as a translation for "{E##7K," but it
carries a different meaning in English.

e In English, "lotion" usually refers to emulsions,
moisturizers, or body lotions, which have a different
texture compared to Japanese "{EFEsK."

¢ However, some Korean and Japanese skincare brands
use the term "hydrating lotion" for products that closely
resemble Japanese "{b#EK."

How to Translate "{E$f7K" into English?

It is best to select either "toner" or "lotion" depending on the
product’s characteristics. Japanese "{E$7K" is commonly
translated as "toner," but using terms like "moisturizing toner"
or "hydrating toner" provides more accuracy. Additionally, some
brands may label their products as "lotion," so it is good to check
the product description.

For example:
o "{FRiZ{EMPK" (hydrating facial toner) — "hydrating
toner"

e "IWhAILHK" (astringent toner) — "astringent toner"
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