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Research Report Contributing to Advances in Dermatology

Japanese Moisturizing Skincare is Undergoing a Radical
Transformation

Traditional Japanese skincare prioritized maintaining healthy and
beautiful skin to enhance beauty. However, in the mid-19th
century, synthetic surfactants were invented and, by the early
20th century, were widely used in the cosmetics industry. This led
to the emergence of innovative emulsion cosmetics, which
significantly improved moisturizing effects and allowed for the
emphasis on superficial beauty.

Synthetic surfactants were first imported to Japan in 1933, and
subsequently, they were widely used in the cosmetics and
detergent industries, forming the foundation of modern Japanese
moisturizing skincare. Now, the concept of moisturizing skincare
in Japan is undergoing a fundamental transformation.

1. Emphasis on Skin Health and Beauty:

o Traditional Japanese skincare prioritized
maintaining healthy and beautiful skin to enhance
beauty. For example, natural ingredients such as
rice bran, green tea, and seaweed were used for
skincare.

2. Innovative Changes: Invention of Synthetic Surfactants
and Emergence of Emulsion Cosmetics:

o The invention of synthetic surfactants brought
revolutionary changes to the cosmetics industry.
These technological advancements led to the
evolution of emulsion technology, enabling the
creation of emulsion cosmetics that evenly mixed
water and oil. Consequently, moisturizing effects
were dramatically improved, leading to the
development of products that emphasize
superficial beauty. This forms the foundation of
modern Japanese moisturizing skincare.

3. Modern Moisturizing Skincare:

o Modern Japanese moisturizing skincare
incorporates innovative technologies to provide
quick and convenient moisturizing products. The
invention of synthetic surfactants significantly
transformed the foundational thinking of traditional
Japanese skincare. This shift prioritized
convenience over potential harm, leading to the
enjoyment of material abundance.

4. Shift from Using to Not Using Synthetic Surfactants:

o The erais shifting from using synthetic surfactant-
based emulsion cosmetics that emphasize
superficial beauty to using emulsion cosmetics
without synthetic surfactants that maintain healthy
and beautiful skin to enhance beauty.

Consumers' perspectives on beauty have certainly changed. More
and more consumers are prioritizing maintaining healthy and
beautiful skin to enhance beauty.



